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Stephen Shakman, Esq. 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
1935 W. County Road B2 
Roseville, Minnesota 55113 

us EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5 

515794 

Re: U.S.A., et al. v. Reilly Tar 
& Chemical Corporation, et al. 

Dear Steve: 

I have your letter of November 24, 1981. I am enclosing 
a copy of Phil Chen's letter to you of November 24, 1980, and a 
copy of -his Memorandum of Telephone Conversation. As indicated by 
these documents, we proposed a year ago to share with the State 
the cost of exploring the material in the lower one-third of Well " 
23 and estimated that the cost of this exploration would be approxi
mately $15,000. We believe that it is fair to share this cost 
because there is no evidence other than rumor to indicate that there 
has ever been any coal tar spill into Well 23, and the recollection 
of Herb Finch, the former plant manager, is that the well was filled 
with clean material in the early 1950's. Since so much of the con
jecture concerning PAH contamination of lower aquifers depends upon 
speculation concerning a hypothetical deposit of coal tar at the 
bottom of Well 23, it certainly seems appropriate to undertake this 
investigation, and, for the reasons indicated, that the costs be 
shared by the parties. Our November 24, 1980 proposal in this 
respect was never accepted nor rejected because of extensive con
versations between this office and the U.S. Attorney *s Office in 
the early months of 1981. .. 

We have been discussing with Soils Exploration Company 
the possibility of their sampling and removing whatever materials 
are found in the lower one-third of Well 23. I believe the cost 
will be far less than the State proposes to spend, as explained 
in Appendix F to its proposal submitted to the federal government. 
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I hope to have a specific proposal and cost estimate from Soils 
Exploration Company within the very near future, and will be 
sending it to you. In the meantime, I would appreciate it if you 
would consult with appropriate persons concerning the possibility 
that the cost of this effort would be shared jointly by Rellly 
Tar & Chemical Corporation and by the State, since the State, as 
you point out, has received federal funding for this investigation. 

truly. 

EJS;ml 
Enclosure 

Schwartzbauer 

cc; Francis X. Hermann, Esq. 
Allen Hinderaker, Esq. 




